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[ Abstract ] Rigid containers, as reusable sterilization packaging systems, have a direct impact on the
sterilization quality of surgical instruments and patient safety through their structural integrity, sterile barrier
performance, and standardized level of use. At present, in some medical institutions, problems still exist
in the Operating Room management of rigid containers during receiving, storage, transportation, opening,
intraoperative management, and recycling, including non-uniform procedures, insufficient risk identification,
and weak quality control. To further standardize the scientific use of rigid containers in Operating Rooms, the
Operating Room Professional Committee of Beijing Nursing Association developed the Expert consensus on the
standardized use of rigid containers in Operating Rooms (2026) based on evidence-based medical evidence, in
combination with clinical practice experience in Operating Rooms and with reference to relevant domestic and
international standards. This consensus systematically elaborates the key control points throughout the whole
process of rigid container use in Operating Rooms, so as to provide referable, implementable, and traceable
standardized guidance for medical staff in Operating Rooms, reduce the incidence of wet packs and the risk of
surgical site infection, and improve surgical safety.
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